
 
Kent Tritle’s Spring 2024 Season: Choral Riches with Oratorio 
Society of New York and Musica Sacra in Anniversary Seasons, 
and the Cathedral Choir of St. John the Divine 
 

 
Kent Tritle leading Musica Sacra in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, photo by Brian Hatton  
 
Landmark seasons of two of Kent Tritle’s choruses – the 150th of Oratorio Society of New York, the 200-
voice avoca�onal group, and the 60th of elite professional chorus Musica Sacra – as well as programs by 
his Cathedral Choir of St. John the Divine bring unusual concentra�ons of choral richness to the New 
York concert season this spring. Kent Tritle is Director of Cathedral Music and Organist at the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine and Music Director of both the Oratorio Society of New York and Musica Sacra. 
 
The Oratorio Society of New York marks its sesquicentennial with a concert at St. Bartholomew’s Church 
(March 5) at which Kent leads the choral movements of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 2 in arrangements for chorus and organ by David Briggs, who will also perform, as well as 
a contemporary work, Karen P. Thomas’s Le Stelle, chosen from a call for scores. To conclude the OSNY 
season, Kent leads Handel’s Samson – which the OSNY performed 150 years ago in 1874 – at Carnegie 
Hall (May 6). 
 
Musica Sacra’s spring concert, “Spirit and Splendor: Schütz & Handel,” spotlights the chorus’s virtuosity 
with two Baroque gems that are among the group’s signatures: Heinrich Schütz’s Musikalische Exequien 
– the first German-language requiem – and Handel’s famously challenging Dixit Dominus (March 19). 
 
The Cathedral Choir of St. John the Divine’s latest collabora�on with world/early music ensemble Rose 
of the Compass is “Children of Abraham: Shared Pathways,” a concert that li�s up the commonality of 
the religions, Islam, Judaism and Chris�anity, that descend from the prophet Abraham, with intertwined 
music of these faith tradi�ons, both sacred and secular (April 9).  And for the season-culmina�ng 
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concert, Kent has assembled a program of three peaks of choral majesty for choir and orchestra from 
early Baroque to Classical: Vivaldi’s Beatus Vir, RV 795, led by Associate Music Director Bryan Zaros, and, 
led by Kent, Monteverdi’s Laetatus sum and Haydn’s Missa in Angustiis, “Lord Nelson Mass” (April 20), 
about which Kent says, “this drama�c se�ng of the ancient mass text, writen in �me of tribula�on, 
reflects the drama and ethos of our current day.” 
 
In addi�on, Musica Sacra is the featured chorus in four performances of Mozart’s Requiem by the New 
York Philharmonic led by Jaap van Zweden (May 23-28). As the organist of the Philharmonic, Kent will do 
double duty at these concerts, preparing the chorus and performing with the orchestra. He is also at the 
organ console for NYP performances this spring of Scriabin’s Poéme de l’extase and Mahler’s Symphony 
No. 2, “Resurrec�on.” Musica Sacra is also par�cipa�ng in the New York City Ballet’s spring performances 
of Balanchine’s ballet to the Mendelssohn score of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 
Kent returns to lead the Amherst Early Music Fes�val Choral Workshop this summer, which will focus on 
two works by Tomás Luis de Victoria as well as Agos�no Steffani’s Stabat Mater. 
 
A recording of the 2022 world premiere of the Paul Moravec/Mark Campbell oratorio A Nation of 
Others that Kent conducted with the Oratorio Society of New York and soloists Susanna Phillips, Maeve 
Höglund, Raehann Bryce-Davis, Mar�n Bakari, Steven Eddy, and Joseph Beutel at Carnegie Hall will be 
released on the Lexicon Classics label later this spring. 
 
(The full schedule follows below.) 
 
Kent Tritle is one of America’s leading choral conductors. Called “the brightest star in New York's choral 
music world” by The New York Times, he is Director of Cathedral Music and Organist at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine in New York City; Music Director of the Oratorio Society of New York, the acclaimed 
avocational chorus; and Music Director of Musica Sacra, New York’s elite professional chorus. In 
addition, Kent is a member of the graduate faculty of The Juilliard School, serving its Vocal Arts 
Department.  An acclaimed organ virtuoso, he is also the organist of the New York Philharmonic. 
 
Kent Tritle’s discography features more than 20 recordings on the Telarc, Naxos, AMDG, Epiphany, 
Gothic, VAI and MSR Classics labels. Recent releases include the Grammy-nominated Naxos recording of 
the Paul Moravec/Mark Campbell oratorio Sanctuary Road with the Oratorio Society of New York; 
Mahler's Symphony No. 8 in David Briggs's organ-choral version, and Eternal Reflections: Choral Music of 
Robert Paterson with Musica Sacra. Other releases include the 2013 recording of Juraj Filas’ Requiem, 
Oratio Spei dedicated to the victims of 9/11, with the Prague Symphony Orchestra and the Kühn Choir; 
Messages to Myself, an acclaimed recording with Musica Sacra of five new works; and recordings – 
including Cool of the Day, an a cappella program of music ranging from Gregorian chant, Palestrina, and 
spirituals to Strauss’s Deutsche Motette, and Ginastera’s The Lamentations of Jeremiah with Schnittke’s 
Concerto for Choir – with the Choir of St. Ignatius Loyola. 
 
Kent Tritle is renowned as a master clinician, giving workshops on conducting and repertoire; he leads 
annual choral workshops at the Amherst Early Music Festival, and recent years have included workshops 
at Berkshire Choral International, Summer@Eastman and at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki. As 
Director of Choral Activities at the Manhattan School of Music from 2008 to 2022, Kent established the 
school’s first doctoral program in choral conducting. A Juilliard School faculty member since 1996, he 
currently directs a graduate practicum on oratorio in collaboration with the school’s Vocal Arts 
Department. 
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Kent Tritle founded the Sacred Music in a Sacred Space concert series at New York’s Church of St. 
Ignatius Loyola, and led it to great acclaim from 1989 to 2011. From 1996 to 2004, he was Music 
Director of New York’s The Dessoff Choirs. Kent hosted “The Choral Mix with Kent Tritle” on New York’s 
WQXR, a weekly program devoted to the vibrant world of choral music, from 2010 to 2014. Among his 
recent honors are the 2020 Chorus America Michael Korn Founders Award for Development of the 
Professional Choral Art, the 2017 Distinguished Achievement Award from Career Bridges and the 2016 
President’s Medal for Distinguished Service from the Manhattan School of Music. Kent is on the advisory 
boards of the Choral Composer/Conductor Collective (C4) and the Clarion Music Society, and was the 
2016 honoree at Clarion’s annual gala. He was recently featured in the WIRED video series 
“Masterminds,” an installment titled, “What Conductors Are Really Doing.” 
 
https://kenttritle.com  
Kent Tritle on Facebook: www.facebook.com/kenttritle 
Kent Tritle on Instagram:  www.instagram.com/kenttritle 
Join Kent Tritle’s e-newsletter list. 
 

 
 

Kent Tritle’s Spring 2024 Season 
 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024, 7 PM 
St. Bartholomew’s Church, New York, NY 
ORATORIO SOCIETY OF NEW YORK 
150th ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 
Kent Tritle, conductor 
Susanna Phillips, soprano 
Heather Petrie, contralto 
Joshua Blue, tenor 
Tyler Duncan, baritone 
David Briggs, organ 
 
L.V. BEETHOVEN  Symphony No. 9, finale: “Ode to Joy” (arr. David Briggs) 
GUSTAV MAHLER Symphony No. 2, “Resurrec�on,” choral finale (arr. David Briggs) 
KAREN P. THOMAS Le Stelle 
 
This special program features the choral finales of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and Mahler’s Symphony 
No. 2 transcribed for chorus and organ by David Briggs, and a work chosen from a call for scores by the 
OSNY. 

 
 
  

https://kenttritle.com/
http://www.facebook.com/kenttritle
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001tvXlsA0ezkX3hCIy0nVVcb47cDbh6KT40EzZrOMBd6mNiK-rImmQswR_O-j7AF8HQHFugFOZVZuc46uUDtXHzTJxKRNWpTglB5UXYKYU5H0%3D
https://osny.org/
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Tuesday, March 19, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York, NY 
MUSICA SACRA 
SCHÜTZ & HANDEL 
Kent Tritle, conductor 
Elisse Albian and Emily Donato, sopranos 
Kirsten Sollek, contralto 
Richard Pitsinger, tenor 
Nathaniel Sullivan, baritone 
Joseph Beutel, bass-baritone 
Musica Sacra Chorus & Orchestra 
 
HEINRICH SCHÜTZ Musikalische Exequien 
G.F. HANDEL Dixit Dominus 

 
 
April 4-6, 2024 
David Geffen Hall, New York, NY 
NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC 
Karina Canellakis, conductor 
Alice Sara Ot, piano 
 
ANTON WEBERN Six Pieces for Orchestra, Op. 6 (1928 version) 
RICHARD STRAUSS Tod und Verklärung (Death and Transfiguration) 
MAURICE RAVEL Piano Concerto in G Major 
ALEXANDER SCRIABIN Le Poème de l’extase (The Poem of Ecstasy)* 
 
*Kent Tritle is the organist of the New York Philharmonic. 

 
 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York, NY 
“CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM: SHARED PATHWAYS” 
ROSE OF THE COMPASS 
CATHEDRAL CHOIR OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
Kent Tritle & Bryan Zaros, conductors 
Nina Stern, recorders and chalumeau 
Daphna Mor, vocalist 
Ara Dinkjian, oud 
Arthur Fiacco, cello 
Tamer Pinarbasi, kanun 
Shane Shanahan, percussion 
 
The world/early music group Rose of the Compass, with musicians on recorder, oud, kanun, percussion 
and cello, combines with the voices of the Cathedral Choir. Hear music spanning over 1,000 years seated 
below Anne Paterson's glorious Divine Pathways art installa�on. 

 
  

https://musicasacrany.com/mar-19-spirit-and-splendor/
https://nyphil.org/concerts-tickets/2324/ravel-piano-concerto
https://www.stjohndivine.org/calendar/44874/this-magic-earth
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Saturday, April 20, 2024, 7 PM 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York, NY 
CATHEDRAL CHOIRS AND ORCHESTRA OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
VIVALDI, HAYDN AND MONTEVERDI 
Kent Tritle, conductor* 
Bryan Zaros, conductor** 
Eva Mar�nez, soprano 
Kirsten Sollek, contralto 
Paul D’Arcy, tenor 
Joseph Beutel, bass-baritone 
 
CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI  Laetatus sum (1650)* 
ANTONIO VIVALDI  Beatus Vir, RV 795** 
FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN  Missa in Angustiis, “Lord Nelson Mass,” Hob XXIII No. 11 in D Minor* 

 
 
Monday, May 6, 2024, 7 PM 
Carnegie Hall, New York, NY 
ORATORIO SOCIETY OF NEW YORK 
Kent Tritle, conductor 
Nola Richardson, soprano 
Mary Beth Nelson, mezzo-soprano 
Lawrence Jones, tenor 
Sidney Outlaw, baritone 
Joseph Beutel, bass-baritone 
 
G.F. HANDEL  Samson 

 
 
May 23, 24, 25 & 28, 2024 
David Geffen Hall, New York, NY 
NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC 
Jaap van Zweden, conductor 
Amanda Forsythe, soprano 
Cecelia Hall, mezzo-soprano 
Nicholas Phan, tenor 
Michael Sumuel, bass-baritone 
Antoine Tames�t, viola 
Musica Sacra, 
Kent Tritle, director 
 
SOFIA GUBAIDULINA Viola Concerto 
W. A. MOZART Requiem* 
 
*Kent Tritle is the organist of the New York Philharmonic. 

 
 
  

https://www.stjohndivine.org/calendar/44875/mozart-and-bruckner-devotion-and-praise
https://osny.org/
https://nyphil.org/concerts-tickets/2324/mozart-requiem
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May 28 – June 2, 2024 
David H. Koch Theater, Lincoln Center, New York, NY 
NEW YORK CITY BALLET 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 
Musica Sacra, Kent Tritle, director, is featured in performances of Mendelssohn’s A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. 

 
 
June 6-8, 2024 
David Geffen Hall, New York, NY 
NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC 
Jaap van Zweden, conductor 
Hanna-Elisabeth Müller, soprano 
Ekaterina Gubanova, mezzo-soprano 
New York Philharmonic Chorus, 
Malcolm J. Merriweather, Director 
 
GUSTAV MAHLER Symphony No. 2, “Resurrec�on” 
 
Kent Tritle is the organist of the New York Philharmonic. 

 
 
July 7-14, 2024 
Union College, Schenectady, NY 
AMHERST EARLY MUSIC FESTIVAL CHORAL WORKSHOP 
Kent Tritle, director 
 
Repertoire will include two pieces by Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548 – 1611): Motet and Missa O Quam 
Gloriosum for choir with organ, as well as Agostino Steffani (1654 – 1728): Stabat Mater for choir and 
strings. 

 
 
February 26, 2024 

https://www.nycballet.com/season-and-tickets/spring-2024/a-midsummer-nights-dream
https://nyphil.org/concerts-tickets/2324/mahler-2
https://www.amherstearlymusic.org/festival/program/choral-workshop

